Hoi Cuu SVSQ/
TVBQGVN/
Connecticut

Hop Mt
Mung Xuin 2003

Pdp 161 mdi ctia BCH, 11 Cyu SVSQ ¢6 tén sau diy: Tinh
A Nhi K18, Nguyén Pao Poin K21, Nguy&n Vin Anh K23,
Nguyén Minh Chau K23, Nguyén Vin Tot K24, Lé Vin Minh
K24, LAm Thdi Binh K25, Trin Vin Gidi K26, Nguyén Vin
Ngoc K26, Nguyén Trong Thuin K28 va Nguyén Trung Hoa
K28 da dé&n tham dy budi Hop Mit

Tan Nién Quy Mui dugc t8 chifc vao trua ngdy Chi Nhat
ngay 5 thang 1 nim 2003 tai tu gia ctia Cuvu SVSQ Nguyén
Minh Chau K23 tai Higganum, Connecticut.
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Budi hop mit 1a dip d€ cdc Cuwu SVSQ va phu nhan gip
nhau, thim hdéi, chuyén trd va chidc nhau nhitng diéu t6t dep
nh4't trong nim mdi. Ngoai phan Am thuc v6i nhiéu mén in
thuan tiy qué huong do quy phu nhin mang t&i, con cé tiét
muc x3 s 14y hén dau nim véi nhitng phan thudng tuy tugng
trung nhung ciing di dién ra trong bau khong khi thit hao
hing va vui nhon.

Budi hop mit két thic vao khodng 10 gid dém khi mua
tuy&t ngoai trdi bt dau roi.

CSVSQ Nguyén Trung Hoa K28
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Kinh Thua quy Bac, Chi va Co

Cdc ban doan vién TTNDH thdn mén

Ngay ddu Xudn Quy Mii vita qua, nguoi Viét quoc gia tai
hdi ngoai nhdn duoc tin vui ciia Dy Ludt HB 2829- Pho Truong
Quéc Ky Viet Nam Coéng Hoa dugc thong qua tai Ha Vién tiéu
bang Virginia. Dy Ludt ké trén da théng qua Ha Vién tiéu
bang vdi s6 phiéu ddng ghi nhan la 68/27.

Su thanh céng buéc ddu ciia Dy Ludt HB 2829, vé mdt
noi dung, la mot su khdng dinh rdt ré rang va diit khéat vé ldp
truong va 1y tudng qudc gia cia nguoi Viét hdi ngoai khong
bao gio chdp nhan ché d¢ phi nhén ciia cong sdn Viét Nam.
Vé mdt hinh thitc, da cho thdy sitc manh lién két ciia tdp thé,
cila moi ngudi, moi gidi, moi t6 chitc, moi doan thé trong va
ngoadi tiéu bang Virginia. Moi nguoi da hdng hdi tham gia,
déng gép cong sic dé ddy manh cong tdc dén thanh cong.
DPady la mét su viéc vo cing phdn khdi cho cdc doan thé tré
tham gia cong tdc.

Qua cong tdc vdan dong cho Du Ludt HB 2829, Téng Poan
Thanh Thiéu Nién Pa Hiéu nhdn thitc duoc siic manh va su
thanh cong khi c¢6 su phéi hop cong tdc gifta hai thé hé, Téng
Hi CSVSQ/TVBQGVN va Téng Doan TTNPH. Trong ¥ nghi
dé, Téng Poan TTNPH wéc mong ring su phdi hop trong
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céng tdc vdn déng vita qua chi la sy khdi ddu cho mét hé
théng lam viéc nhip nhang, tich cuyc va hiéu qud hon gita
Téng Hoi CSVSQ/TVBQGVN va Tong Poan TTNDH.

Kinh Thua Cdc Bdc, Cdc Chu

Cdc ban TTNPH

Cong tdc xdy dung, phdt trién va ciing c6' cho mét TTNDH
viing manh doi héi tinh thdn trdch nhiém ciia mdi cd nhdn
trong tdp thé chiing ta. Dé chudn bi cho tuong lai, TTNPH
cdan nhdn dién va rén luyén cho doan vién nhitng bdn ndng
lanh dao cdn thiét. Poéng thoi, chiing ta cing cdn khuyén
khich sy tham gia hop tdc ciing nhu tinh thdn trdch nhiém ciia
thé hé tré ciia dai gia dinh V6 Bi. Su trudng thanh, lén manh
ciia TTNPH sé dé dang va nhanh chong khi cé sy tinh nguyén
ddn than cing nhy lién két lam viéc gifta hai thé hé.

TD/TTNPH hy vong vao mdt tuong lai tuoi sdng trong
tinh thdn doan két dé mang lai lgi ich chung cho tdp thé va
kién tri trong cong cudc dén chii héa Viét Nam.

Chiing ta cdn luén ludn ty héi:

Néu chiing ta khong bdt tay tham gia bdy gio, thi bao gio
chiing ta mdi lam,

Néu chiing ta khong dimg lén lam, thi ai sé lam cho ching ta.

Kinh chao,
Tran Quéc Diing - K6/2
Téng Doan Truéng TP/TTNDH
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VIETNAMESE AMERICAN
YOUTH LEADERSHIP

CONFERENCE
June 26 - 28, 2003

Nhu dd phd bign trong ban tin D&n Than thang 12/
2002, mot budi Hoi Thdo Hudn Luyén Tudi Tré Lanh Pao
danh cho céc ban tré My gdc Viét s& dugc td chlc vao
nhiing ngay 26 dén 28 thang 6 nam 2003.

Pay 1a mot chuong trinh hudn luyén ban nang lanh
dao cho tudi tré rat lanh manh va bé ich, khdng chi cho
viec phuc vu cong dong ma con cho cd nhan trong moi
sinh hoat nghé nghiép. Ban Chap Hanh Téng Doan rat
mong ¢6 sy tham gia dong dao cla cac doan vién khdp
noi. Ngoai co hdi hoc hdi, day cling 1a mot co hdi cho
doan vién TTNDH gdp gd va cung sinh hoat. Rat mong
cac ban s& bd thai gid tham du chudng trinh hudn luyén
nay.

Chi phi hoi thdo s& do Tong Poan TTNDH dai tho.

C4c ban c6 thé vigng trang nha cla chuong trinh
VAYLC dé xem qua nghi trinh cho 3 ngay hoi thdo
(www.VAYLC.org). Moi chi tit, xin lién lac v6i Ban Chdp
Hanh Téng Doan & dia chi email sau :

TTNDH@ureach.com
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For Imnmediate Release
December 1, 2002
Contacts:
Ms. Uyen Dinh, uyen.dinh@mail.house.gov
Mr. Hung Nguyen, 202-691-6592

Preparing Tomorrow’s Leaders Today:
By Building Character, Leadership, and Service Goals

The Vietnamese American Community is growing in both
population size and political clout. Asthe Community matures, it needs
dynamic young people with leadership skills and the vision to lead.
Young Vietnamese Americans will need to hone their talents by
understanding the complex national and local issues that affect their
communities, bridge the generation and cultural gaps, and effectively
lead by example.

Recognizing the emergence of this young population and its impact
on the political, economic, and social spectrums, the Vietnamese
American Youth Leadership Conference (VAYLC) seeks to harness
this energy by bringing young Vietnamese Americans and Asian
Americans students and young professionals to Washington, DC for a
three-day summit from June 25-28, 2003.

VAYLC provides a forum for young Asian Americans to discuss
national and local issues and establish a network for young leaders to
meet and exchange ideas and information. In addition, the conference
promotes Vietnamese American values, culture, and heritage. VAYLC
seeks to prepare young professionals and students to become public
leaders in their communities.

The three-day conference includes seminars and workshop
sessions emphasizing leadership skills, public speaking, and team
building. Participants will visit their Congressional Representatives,
tour the Capitol, attend a special White House briefing, and enjoy a
seven-course dinner gala. Experienced Asian American professionals,
scholars, and activists will lead the interactive sessions.

To learn more about VAYLC, please contact us at 877-592-4140
or visit us on the web at www.vaylc.org.

7308 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield, VA
22150info@vaylc.orgwww.vaylc.org
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THONG BAO

CHUAN BIPAO TAO NHUNG VILANH
PAO TUONG LAL:

QUA NHUNG PHUONG THUC REN
LUYEN TINH KHI, TAI LANH PAO VA
CHI NGUYEN PHUC VU

Trong nhitng nam gdn ddy, céng dong nguoi My goc Viét
da ting trudng rdt manh trén cd hai phuong dién dan s6 va
dnh hudng trong nganh chinh tri. Trén da trudng thanh, cong
dong chiing ta lai cang cdn sw gop tay cia gidi tré ddy nhiét
huyét véi khd ndng va tién kién chi truong lanh dao. Gidi
thanh nién My goc Viét sé can trau chudt tai siic qua sy hiéu
biét nhitng vdn dé phitc tap lién hé dén quéc gia cing nhu
trong cong dong ciia ho, gdn lién sy ran nit giita nhitng khiic
ré van héa va chénh léch thé hé, va lam tdm guong sdng dé
chiing t6 tai lanh dao cia minh.

Nhén thdy nhitng dit kién quan trong ciia mét cong dong
tuy con non ndt so vdi cdc cong dong thiéu sé" khdc nhung
mang mot dnh hudng rdt manh trén cdc phuong dién chinh tri,
xd hoi, va kinh té, hoi Vietnamese American Youth Leadership
Conference (“VAYLC”) thiét mong duy tri nguon ndng lyc
nay biing cdch moi cdc anh chi em hoc sinh, sinh vién va
chuyén gia nguoi My goc Viét hodc gbéc A Chau vé ving Thii
dé Hoa Thinh Pén dé tham dy budi hop thugng dinh trong 3
ngay 25-28 thdng 6 nam 2003.

VAYLC sé cung cdp mot dién dan dé cdc ban tré nguoi
My géc A Chdu ban ludn vé nhitng dé tai qudc gia va dia
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phuong déng thoi ciing tao co hoi dé cdc anh chi em gdp gé
va trao doi kinh nghiém. Nhdn ddy, dai hdi ciing muén phd
bién thém nhitng gid tri van héa va truyén thong Viét Nam dé
chia sé cing cdc anh chi em. Muc dich ciia VAYLC la chudn
bi cho cdc chuyén gia tré va sinh vién hoc sinh thanh nhitng
nha lanh dao dai dién cho céng dong ciia ho.

Chutong trinh trong 3 ngay dai hdi sé bao goém cdc budi
hop dam va xudng thuc tdp chii truong vé khd ndng lanh dao,
tai bién thuyét trudc cong chiing, va tinh than dong doi. Ngoadi
ra, cdc tham dy vién sé tham viéng cdc vién chiic trong Quéc
héi dai dién cho dia phuong ciia ho, ghé sang Toa Quéc Hoi,
tham du budi tham van tai Toa Bach éc, va thudng thicc budi
da tiéc than hitu. Trong ky dai hoi nay, Ban T6 Chitc ciing da
moi dugc nhieu hoc gid va chuyén gia kinh nghiém nguoi My
gbc A Chdu dé huéng dén cdc budi sinh hoat.

Mudn biét thém chi tiét vé VAYLC, xin lién lac 877-592-
4140 hodc viéng trang nha www.vaylc.org.
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Nhiing vui buon bén lé cudc
van dong cho HB 2829

Trong badt cu sinh hoat nao, di thanh céng hay thdt bai,
ciing déu cé nhitng mdu chuyén vui buon bén 1é. Cudc vin
dong cho dy ludt HB 2829 ciing khong ngoai thong l¢ ty nhién
do.

Mét trong nhitng diéu ddng ghi nhdn la HB 2829 da dua
moi cd nhén, doan thé tranh ddu cho Viét Nam ngéi lai vdi
nhau dé cung lam viéc, tao nén mét khéi lién két kho hinh
dung dugc trudc dé. Pady la mét diéu rdt phdn khéi cho cdc
doan thé tré, thiic ddy ho tham gia tich cyc hon vao vao cong
cudc chung. S két hop nay ciing cho chinh giéi Hoa Ky ldn
ddu tién nhin thdy sitc manh cia cit tri nguoi My goc Viét.

Ba Jackie Dilley, nguoi phy td phdp 1y ddc biét cia dan
biéu Bob Hull, trong cudc hop bdo tai Richmond, da k& lai
mot cdu chuyén ma chinh ba la nhdan chitng:

Khi con la mét gido chitc vé nganh dién todn tai truong
trung hoc JEB Stuart, trong sé hoc tro ciia ba cé cdc em hoc
sinh Viét Nam rdt siéng ndng va xudt sdc. Mot hém, phdi
doan cia CSVN dén viéng phong thuc tdp mdy dién todn tai
truong. Nha truong cho quy tu cdc em hoc sinh géc Viét Nam
dé chao don phdi doan. Mot nhan vt I6n trong phdi doan da
dén bén mot em hoc sinh va néi mot cdu bang Viét ngit ma ba
Jackie khéng hiéu. D¢t nhién, em hoc sinh nay nghiém nét
mdt, lui lagi mot budc va noi lon :

No, I am not going home to YOUR country. You are the
communist. I am not a communist. I am from South Vietnam.
I am not going home with you. Anh xép ldn ciia nha nudc ta
qué qud, chi con biét cuoi trit va rdi khéi phong thuc tap.
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Néu c6 nhiing em hoc sinh tré vdi ldp truong chong cong
diit khéat thi ciing khong thiéu nhiing nguoi da voi quén nhitng
dén dau, nhuc nhdn trong lao ti cong sdn, sdn sang bé quén
qud khit dé déi 1dy chiéu khdn 6vé qué dn Tét.

Trong nhiing ngay tuyét roi gid buét, TTNDH da ding
hang gio ngoai tréi lanh dé xin chit ky ciia dong bao nhim
vdn dong cho dy ludgt HB 2829. Co6 nhitng chii, nhitng bdc da
tix choi ky tén, véi va bé di véi cdu trd 1oi: thoi, tdi con vé Viét
Nam nita! Cing cé nhitng nguoi xua tay: Théi, mdy chuc
ndm réi chéng lam chi nita. Co nao ciing dugc! Thdm chi, cé
chi dd néi rdng : Néi chit viét cong né ciing nhdan dao, chi
khéng lam sao tui qua ddy! Pau don thay!

Nhitng ngay sau khi dy ludt HB 2829 khong con lam xoén
xao du ludn, c6 mot s6 nguoi tiv Viet Nam tré vé cho biét Viét
kiéu vé dan Tét da bi viét cong cdu luu, hach héi, lam khé dé.
Ddc biét la Viét kiéu tir Virginia. Ho da bi tra héi vé viéc ky
tén iing ho co vang 3 soc dé, ham doa vé viéc biéu tinh chdng
nha nudc. Co cia li bai trdn sao lai lam cho ddng va nha nudc
ta day dua, dau dén thé nhi ?

Mot s6 nguoi tré vé tir Viet Nam con ké lai rdng, dong
bao & qué nha da bi bdt di biéu tinh phdn déi My, nho dé ho
mdl biét dugc chuyén co vang 3 soc dé van tung bay ngao
nghé trén thé gidi tu do.

Va ciing sau khi dy ludgt HB2829 bi Uy Ban Pinh Ché
Thuong Vién bé quén khéng phé chudn, Thugng Nghi ST
Leslie Byrne da goi cho TTNPH dé thong bdo, Khéng cdn
phdi lo cho viéc treo co tai cdc truong hoc nita. Sé Ciu Hod
dd yéu cdu nha truong thdo gé tdt cd cdc co xudng dé ngdn
nguia héa hoan!

Mét diéu ddng ghi nhdn la sy can thiép ciia chinh quyén
Hoa Ky vao hé théng ldp phdp tiéu bang dé doi dep bé du
Iudt HB2829 da lam cho tdp thé nguoi Viét quéc gia tai Hoa
Ky cuong quyét hon trong viéc khding dinh ld co tiéu biéu ciia
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minh. Diéu nay da dugc thé hién qua hai nghi quyét vira
dugc théng qua tai hai thanh phé” Westminster va Garden
Grove ciia California chinh thiic cong nhdn quéc ky Viét Nam
Cong Hoa la quoc ky tiéu biéu ciia nguoi My goc Viét. Pady la
niém héanh dién cho tdp thé nguoi Viét quoc gia tai hdi ngoai
noi chung.

Di nhién CSBV dién tiét khi thdy qudc ky cia VNCH
dugc chinh thifc cong nhdn tai hai thanh phé déng nguoi Viét
cila tiéu bang CA. Theo 10i tuong thudt ciia bdo Orange County
Register, Nguyén Tdm Chién ciia sit qudn viét cong da gdi
thu phdn déi dén chinh quyén tiéu bang CA ciing nhu cia
thanh phé. Nghi vién Tran Thdi Van da trd loi rdt chinh xdc
rang, 6ng Nguyén cé phdi la dan cu cia thanh phé, cé dong
thué cho tiéu bang khong? Thanh phé khéng c¢é bon phdn
théa man thinh nguyén cua ong ta!

Pugc biét CSVN da lai muén muon tay B¢ Ngoai Giao
Hoa Ky dé yéu cdu dep bé hai Nghi Quyét trén. Péng thoi
con yéu cau BNG-HK ra lénh khong dugc treo quéc ky VNCH
& bdt cit dau trén dat My, ké cd trén nhiing huy chuong ciia
qudn dol HK, néu HK con muén bang giao vél VN!!! CSVN
qud thdt khong hiéu thé nao la Tw Do, Ddn Chii. Hy vong
BNG-HK ciing c6 cdu trd 1oi xudt sdc nhw Ludt Su Tran Thdi
Vin.

Sau gdn 30 ndm, nguoi Viét quéc gia tai hdi ngoai van
khong bao gio chdp nhdn cong sdan. D6 la tiéng néi bat khudt
ciia nguoi Viét ti nan da vang dji rdt xa va ro rang diu HB 2829
chua thanh dao ludt. Nhiing gi chua thuc hién dugc hém nay,
vén cé thé dugc thuc hién ngay mai, néu mdi nguoi trong
chiing ta biét xit dung ld phiéu ciia minh.
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Sinh hoat Thanh
thiéu nién Pa hiéu

Poan TTNDH-DC hop miit tit nién

Cudi thang Giéng ndm 2003, Poan TTNPH da nhém hop
dé hoi thdo vé nhitng sinh hoat trong tuong lai va dong thoi
ciing dn tdt nién. Mdt ddu ngay chii nhat tuyét roi, cdc doan
vién TTNDH da téi hop mdt rat ddy di. Ban Chdp Hanh Téong
Doan ciing c6 mdt tham du.

Pé chao don cdc doan vién mdi, anh Trdn Quéc Diing,
Téng Poan Trudng TTNPH dd ngd 1oi chao mitng cdc ban
doan vién, déng thoi noi qua vé sy thanh hinh ciia doan Hoa
Thinh Pén cung nhitng sinh hoat ma anh dd cé mdt tham gia
tir ngay ddu tién. Sau vai gidy phiit lam quen, cdc anh chi em
dd vui vé ban thdo vé TTNPH. Mot vai anh chi em mudn tim
hiéu nhiéu hon vé truong Vé Bi Quéc Gia Viét Nam, vé su
quan trong cua truong doi vdi cdc Bdc, cdc Chi; va 1y do thé
hé hdu dué ciia cdc Cyu Sinh Vién ST Quan nén ngoi lai véi
nhau dé cing sinh hoat. Cdc ban doan vién da dong ¥ rdng
doan cdn cé nhitng cong tdc thiét thuc dé nudi dudng muc
tiéu ngdn va dai han cia TTNPH.
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Mot trong nhitng cong tdc ddu tién la tham gia vao chuong
trinh van nghé Pém Lam Vién, dugc t6 chitc vao ngay 8 thdng
3 nam 2003. Anh V6 Tai da duoc dé cit ddc trach phan sinh
hoat vdn nghé.

Pugc biét, Hol CSVSQ/TVBQGVN ving Hoa Thinh Pén
muén khuyén khich va hé trg doan tham gia vao cdc sinh hoat
phd bién van héa dan téc tai cdc co quan ciia chinh quyén
trung uong va trong cong dong.

Man trinh dién dau tién ciia Ban Van Nghé doan TTNDH-
DC la dém daq tiéc Lam Vién, trong bdn déng ca Poan Thanh
Thiéu Nién Pa Hiéu do CSVSQ/nhac si Phiéu Bong K13 sdng
tdc. Bai hdt goi ghém bao 10i nhdn
giti cia bdc Cha, Chii va da duoc
hoan hé nhiét liét. Pugc biét, Ban
Vian Nghé doan TTNDPH-DC con cé
mot tiéng hdt rdt diéu luyén va ngot
ngao, dé la tiéng hdt dugc cdc ban
doan vién triéu mén goi la tiéng
har Anh Tai. Chii Hpi Tritong va TDT

Xin chiic mitng doan TTNDPH-DC Iluén gdt hdi nhiéu két
qud tot dep.

Van DPong cho qudc ky Viét Nam Cong Hoa Tai Dai
Hoi Pong Lap Phap Virginia

Vao nhitng ngay cudi thdng Giéng duong lich 2003, khi
nguoi My géc Viét dang chudn bi dén mirng Tét Quy Mii,
Téng Poan TTNDH nhéan dugce 16i moi tham du cudc héi thdo
ban tron vé nhitng van dé khdc biét (diversity round table) tai
Reston do Pdng Dédn Chii t6 chitc. Mot trong nhitng dé tai
thdo ludn la Dy Ludt 2829-trung bay qudc ky cia VNCH do
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Dédn Biéu Bob Hull dua ra. Chiéu ngay 01/24/03, mét thu
mdu iing hé HB2829 dugc TD/TTNPH phé bién. Hién dién
trong budl héi thdo ban tron, ngoai TP/TTNDPH con ¢é dai
dién ciia Cong Péng, Lién Hoi Cuu Chién Si, Hol Vo Bi HTD,
Nghi Héi Nguoi Viét Toan Quéc (NCVA), va nhém Viét Hoc.
Ddn Biéu Bob Hull dd trinh bay 1y do thic ddy 6ng dé trinh
Dy Ludt HB2829, dé la ndi wu tu cung tic gidn cia ddn cu
trong ving Falls Church do éng dai dién khi thdy co cia cong
sdn Viét Nam tai cdc truong trung, tiéu hoc coéng ldp ma con
em ho theo hoc. Sau mot thoi gian nghién citu, cudi cing ong
da dé trinh quéc hoi tiéu bang vao ngay 17/01/03. Cing cé
mdt tai budi hop la ba Ernestine Heastie, mot thanh vién ciia
Hoéi Péng Hoc Chdnh qudn Fairfax. Ba dd néi dén nhing vin
dong ciia ba dé truong tiéu hoc Fairhill treo c0 VNCH. Nhén
dip nay, dai dign TTNDH da trinh bay nhiing kho khdn trong
viéc vdn dong cdc truong hoc coéng lap treo qudc ky VNCH
thay vi co csvn. Ddén Biéu Bob Hull da dé nghi TTNPH ciing
dai dién cdc doan thé tham dy xudng Richmond, thii phii ciia
Virginia, dé diéu tran khi HB2829 ra truéc Uy Ban Dinh Ché
Ha Vién vao ngay Thit Ba 01/28/03.

Ngay Thit Ba 01/28/03, trong han tiét 20F, mot phdi doan
gom TTNPH, NCVA, LH/CCS va HVB/HTP da khdi hanh di
Richmond vao lic 6g30 sdng. Dén phong héi ciia l}y Ban,
phdi doan nguoi Viét d@ cham mdt mot phdi doan 3 nguol cuia
s qudn viét cong. Vi khong phdi la cit tri, nhitng nguoi cia
sit qudn khong cé quyén van dong. Ho chi dé lai mot s6 ho so
cung cdc vi dan cit. Qudéc ky VNCH da dugc trinh bay tai
phong héi va két qud, HB2829 dugc thong qua vdi sé phiéu
8/6. Phdi doan céng dong phdn khéi tré vé lai ving Falls
Church.

Khi vita vé dén van phong, TD/TTNDH nhdn dugc dién
thoqi tit vdn phong ddn biéu Bob Hull cho biét ring B Ngoai
Giao Hoa Ky da dién thoai cho dén biéu Hull ciing nhu 6ng
Chii Tich Ha Vién dé khién trach va yéu cdu dep bé HR 2829.
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Ddn Biéu Bob Hull cho biét vi cit tri ciia 6ng, éng cuong
quyét giit vitng ldp truong. TD/TTNDH ciing NCVA cho phd
bién nhitng thu mdu mdi nham vdn dong su hé trg cho HB
2829 ciia cdc dan biéu tiéu bang.

Ngay 01/29/03, HB 2829 dugc mang ra phién doc trudc
toan thé Ha Vién Virginia. Ddn biéu Bob Hull dd gidi thiéu duw
ludt, va da tu chinh du ludt dé néi ré du ludt khong dp dung
cho chinh quyén lién bang. HB 2829 théng qua dé dang.

Sdng ngay 01/30/03, TTNPH nhdn duogc loi kéu goi ciia
dén biéu Bob Hull dé¢ c6 mdt tai Richmond trong lic HB2829
dugc mang ra duyét lai. Thé la phdi roi nhiém sé cdp téc dé
lén duong di Richmond. Tai day, Dén Biéu Black, nguoi dong
bdo trg cho HB 2829 da dimg lén t6 cdo cing cdc dong vién
cia éng chinh sdach dan dp bao tan ma csvn da dp dung déi vdi
nguoi dan k€ tic khi mién Nam roi van tay céng sdn. HB 2829
lai dugc thong qua ma khong cé mot thay doi nao thém.

Ngay 01/31/03, Ha Vién VA phé chudn dyw ludt HB2829.
Mot dan biéu céng hoa da lén tiéng dé nghi bai bé HB2829.
Dén biéu Bob Hull dd doc 1én thu ciia mét em hoc sinh My
goc Viet 14 tudl viét vé su phdn nd ciia em khi nhin thdy co
csvn tai truong hoc. Két qud, HB2829 da dugc biéu quyét véi
s6 phiéu 68/27. Nguol Viét ti nan trén toan coi Hoa Ky mitng
vui dén nhdn mon qua quy bdu dau nam Quy Miii.

Ngay Tét Nguyén Ddn 02/01/03, ddn biéu Hoa Ky Tom
Davis (R-VA) lén tiéng iing ho HB 2829. Ong con cho biét
déan biéu Henry Hide, Chii Tich l?y Ban Ngoagi Giao Ha Vién
HK, cho biét rang HB2829 khéng cé gi vi hién.

Nhitng ngay sau do, sit qudn cong sdan Viét Nam lén tiéng
tan cong Dan Biéu Bob Hull va dy ludt 2829. Gan nhu tdt cd
cdc nhdt bdo lon tai Hoa Ky nhu Los Angeles Times,
Washington Post, Washington Times, v.v..déu ddng tdi vé
HB2829. Néu cé nhitng nhdt bdo chong déi, thi ciing ¢é nhiing
nhdt bdao nhu The Intelligencer cho rdng A Bill worth fighting
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for. Trong tudn 1é khi HB2829 dugc chuyén lén Thugng Vién
Virginia, TTNPH cing cdc hdi doan ban da khong ngiing gifi,
phé bién nhitng thinh nguyén thu dé vdan dong cdc Thugng
Nghi Si tiéu bang ting h¢ Dy Ludt 2829. Vi Iy ludn rang ddy
la mét van dé chi dnh hudng & dia phuong va la quyén ty do
ngoén ludn cia nguoi cit tri My géc Viét, Dy Ludt 2829 vinh
danh mot biéu tuong cia ty do va dan chii ciing 58 ngan chién
sT Hoa Ky da chién ddu va hy sinh dudi qudc ky ciia Viét Nam
Cong Hoa.

Song song vdi cdc thinh nguyén thu, TD/TTNDH da té
chitc mét chuyén di van dong tai Quéc Hol Virginia vao ngay
2/10/03. Ciing vao mot ngay tuyét roi trdng xéa phd phuong,
phdi doan da cé mdt tai Richmond dé gdp cdc Thuong Nghi
Si. Phdi doan dda mang theo trong hé so van dong nhiing tai
lieu noi lén sy lién két ciia CSVN vél Iraq dé chong lai Hoa
Ky, viéc Ha N§i dn miung khi Nui Udc va Washington bi
khiing bé vao thdan 9 nam 2001, ciing nhu nhitng gia ting dan
dp nhdn quyén trong nam 2002, ké tir sau hiép wdc thuong
mai song phuong dugc ky két. Ngoai ra, phdi doan ciing trinh
bay viéc co quan buu chinh Hoa Ky dd phdi hiy bé hang
chuc ngan mdu qudng cdo cdc dich vu buu chinh khi ho vé
tinh diing co CSVN dé biéu tugng cho nguoi My géc Viét va
bi céng dong nguoi Viét phdan déi. Phdi doan da trinh bay
ranh mach vdi cdc vi Thugng Nghi ST rdng nguol Viét ti nan
cong sin KHONG BAO GIO chdp nhdn cong sdn va co ciia
chiing. Qua cudc vdn dong hom do, Thuong Nghi ST Leslie
Byrne da ky tén dong bdo trg cho HB 2829. Cdc TNS Patricia
Ticer, Linda Puller, William Mims, Mary Margaret Whipple da
hita sé hé trg cho Dy Ludt nay.

Trong khi nguoi Viét qudc gia khdp noi tich cuc giti thinh
nguyén thu hé trg Dy Ludt 2829, s6 thinh nguyén thu k§ luc
ma cdc nha lap phdp tiéu bang chua titng thdy, thi phia chinh
quyén lién bang ciing gia ting dp luc dé doi héi cdc TNS phdi
dep b6 di HB2829. Trong thu giti ddn biéu Bob Hull, Thit
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Trudng Ngoai Giao, 6ng Richard Armitage da cho biét rang
chinh phii Hoa Ky chi céng nhdn co CSVN; dy ludt 2829 néu
thong qua sé tai hai cho bang giao giita Hoa Ky va Viét Nam,
va néu HB 2829 thanh
dao ludt tai VA sé tao
co héi cho nhiéu dao
lugt twong ty thanh
hinh trén dat My. Thit
Trudng Armitage dda
yéu cdu déan biéu Bob
Hull vi quyén lgi ciia
ddt nudc ngdn chdn sy
tién hanh cia HB

2829. Dén Biéu Bob
Hull tir chéi. L Anh Thu, Bob Hull, Biti Duong Liém

Nhitng ngay trudc

khi dy Iugt HB2829 dy trii dugc dua ra Uy Ban Pinh Ché
Thugng Vién, TTNPH dd t6 chitc nhitng budi vin déng chit
ky dong bao tai khu thuong mai Eden. V6l sy hé tré ciia HOI
V6 Bi HTD ciing nhu mét vai cd nhdn trong cong dong, hon
1000 chit ky da dugc thdu nhdn. TTNDH ciing da cé nhiing
budi hop véi dén biéu Bob Hull dé tim nhitng gidi phdp hdu
c6 thé giip cho du ludt HB2829 dugc théng qua dé dang.
Anh Tran Quéc Diing da dé nghi thay thé mot s6 tir ngit dé
tranh ngd nhdn vé tam véc cia du ludt.

Sdng som ngay 2/17/03, giita con bdo tuyét lén té liét cd
phé phiuong bao trim mién Pong Bdc Hoa Ky, phdi doan Hoa
Thinh Bén gém TTNDH va LH/CCS/HTD dd khéi hanh di
Richmond. Phdi doan dy tru mét cudc hop voi TNS Thomas
Norment,nguoi dang ndm vian ménh ciia du ludt HB2829. Liic
ddu, TNS Norment tit chéi khéng gdp phdi doan va cho biét
ong quyét dinh giam vé han dinh dy ludt HB2829 du éng
nhdn dugc hon 1200 thinh nguyén thu. Sau khi trao doi doi
loi véi TTNDH, TNS Norment ngd loi xin 16i va cho biét 6ng
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rdt thong cdm vdi van dé ciia cong dong nguoi My goc Viét,
nhung éng khong thé trdi lénh ciia Toa Bach Oc. Anh Téng
Doan Trudng dd dé nghi lam viéc vdi 6ng va ddan biéu Bob
Hull dé thay doéi mét vai tiv ngit trong du ludt. Du ludt dugc tu
chinh va gdl lén phii Téng Thong dé cho phé chudn.

Trong khi cho dgi, cdc phdi doan cong dong tix HTD ciing
nhu  phdi  dodn
Richmond dd chia
nhau di dén ting vdn
phong ciia cdc TNS dé
vdgn dong cho HR
2829. Vao budi chiéu
cung ngay, phdi doan
dd co mot cudc hop
bdo dé noi lén nguyén
vong ctia minh vdi gidi
truyén thong, bdo chi.
Phdi doan ciing ndi L Anh Thu va Trdn Quéc Diing
lén sy phdn udt trudc Meeting with
sy can thi¢p bdt cong Sen. Houck’s assistant
cia BNG Hoa Ky.

Tai Richmond ngay hém do, phdi doan da dugc sy nghénh
don rat niém né ciia Pai Hoi Péng Ldp Phdp Virginia. Trong
phién hop cia Thugng Vién vao lic 12g trua, phdi doan dd
dugc TSN Mary Margaret Whipple gidi thiéu. Tai phién hop
ciia Ha Vién, dan biéu Bob Hull cing da giéi thiéu phdi doan
vdi cdc dong vién cia éng. Tai mdi noi phdi doan da dén
nhdn tiéng vé tay chao mitng ciia cdc vi dan cit va méi lan
quéc ky VNCH da dugc tung ra.

Ngay Thit Ba 02/18/03, ddn biéu Bob Hull dd théng bdo
cho TTNDPH biét ring du ludt HB2829 da ket lqi trong l}y Ban
Dinh Ché Thugng Vién. Bdn tu chinh ciia dy ludt khong dugc
Toa Bach Oc trd 10i trude thoi gian dn dinh. Ddn Biéu Bob
Hull hita sé tdi gidi thiéu du ludt treo co0 VNCH néu éng tdi
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ddc cit vao nhiém ky téi.

Trong biic thu giti Tong Poan Trudng Tran Quéc Ding,
TNS Leslie Byrne dd ndi rdng rdt tiéc dy ludt HB2829 dd
khéng dugc mang ra phé chudn. Tuy nhién, tiéng ndi cia
chiing ta da vang xa khdp thé gidi. Ba con hita sé cing nguoi
M5 géc Viét tranh ddu cho qudc ky VNCH trong nhiém ky tdi.

Hoi Kién B§ Ngoai Giao vé HB 2829

Phdn udt trude sy can thiép mot cdch rdt bdt cong va kho
hiéu ciia Bé6 Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky (BNG-HK) va Toa Bach Oc,
TP/TTNDH da ldp titc phd bién phdn khding thu dé giti dén
nhitng noi k& trén. Pong thoi, TD/TTNPH ciing giti mdt vdn
thw dén BNG-HK dé yéu cdu mot cudc hii kién cing Ngoai
Truéng Powell hodc Thit Trudong Armitage. Chi trong vong
48 tiéng, van phong A Chdu-Thdi Binh Duong sy vu ciia BNG-
HK da lién lgc voi TD/TTNDH.

Tai budi hdi kién, phia BNG-HK g5m c6 ba Judith Strotz,
Gidm Péc van phong ddc trach ving Pong Nam A Chéu-Thdi
Binh Duong; 6ng Jim Hergen, ludt su c¢6" vdn phdp Iy ciia
BNG:; va 6ng Charles Jess, Chii Sy Van Phong Viét Nam. Phdi
doan phia nguoi My goc Viét géom cé anh Trdan Quéc Diing, co
L&t Anh Thu thuéc TD/TTNPH, 6ng Poan Hitu Dinh thudc
Lién Hoi CCS/HTD, va anh Nguyén Quéc Hing thudc Nghi
Héi Nguoi My géc Viét toan quéc.

M¢ ddu, anh Trdn Quéc Diing da trinh bay chii dich ciia
budi hoi kién la dé tim hiéu Iy do BNG-HK da can thiép rdt
tich cuc vao mot sy viéc cé tinh cdch dia phuong va thujc vé
nganh lap phdp ciia tiéu bang, cing nhw da ddt quyén loi ciia
mét chinh quyén ngoai bang trén quyén loi ciia nguoi dan.
Anh ciing da gidi thich Iy do dua dén viéc thuc hién dy ludt
HB 2829 la thé hién mot sy té nhi déi vdi mot sde dan da di cu
sang Hoa Ky vi khéng chdp nhdn cong sdn trén té quoc ciia
ho. Déng thoi, ddy ciing la mot sy thuc thi quyén tu do ngon
ludgn ciia nguoi cit tri va hoan toan hgp hién. Nhiing nguoi
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Viét ti nan cong sdn da liéu chét trén bién déng dé muu tim ty
do trén dat My. Chinh phii Hoa Ky khéng thé budc ho phdi
chdp nhdn co CSVN la co dai dién cho ho. Anh Nguyén
Quéc Hung cho biét anh dai dién cho mét sé lon cit tri nguoi
My géc Viét trén dat My va anh cdn thong bdo dén ho chi tiét
cita vdn dé dé giip cdc cit tri ciia anh dinh doat ld phiéu ciia
ho trong cudc tuyén cit sdp téi. Dong thoi, anh ciing mudn
biét vé vai tro ciia BNG-HK trong hé théng chinh quyén tiéu
bang.

Ludt su James Hergen, trong phdn trd loi phdi doan da
phii nhdn viéc Ngoai Truéng Hoa Ky dd dién thoai dén méi
TNS ciia VA dé yéu cau ho giét chét du ludt HB 2829 mdc ddu
su viéc da duogc ddng tdi trén cdc bdo va tuong thudt bdi cdc
TNS. Ong cho biét, BNG-HK chi dugc biét dén dy ludt HB
2829 mot vai gio trude khi dy ludt dugc mang ra biéu quyét
tai Uy Ban Pinh Ché Ha Vién. Ong ndi thém réng, BNG-HK
khong c6 dc ¥ gi véi cong dong nguoi My goc Viét tai Virginia,
ho rdt mén phuc nhitng nguoi ban dong minh cii, nhung vi
HB 2829 dua ra ménh lénh chi dinh quéc ky ciia VNCH la
qudc ky duy nhdt biéu thi cho Viét Nam dugc mang treo tqi
cdc cong s trong khi VNCH khong con nita thi dé la trdi vdi
hién phdp. Chinh ba Judith Strotz da thii nhan rdng BNG-HK
khong muén nhitng du ludt tuong tu dugc ban hanh tai cdc
tiéu bang khdc. La céng dan ciia mot xit tw do, nguoi My géc
Viét c6 thé treo bat cit co nao ho ung ¥, cé thé cé nhitng bdn
quyét nghi tuong tw nhu quyét nghi 3750 ciia thanh phd’
Westminster cong nhdn co vang 3 soc dé, nhung diéu dé khong
thé ghi trong bé ludt ciia tiéu bang. Sau hon mét gio trao doi,
anh Tran Quéc Diing da théng bdo cho BNG-HK biét rang
coéng dong nguoi My géc Viét sé van dong cho mét dy ludt
tuong ti trong khéa téi ciia Hoi Pong Ldp Phdp Virginia va
anh mong méi vao sy hop tdc cia BNG-HK. Dong thoi, phdi
doan ciing da yéu cau Ngoqi Trudng hodc Thit Truéng BNG
c6 mot van thu gui dén cong dong nguoi Viét dé gidi thich va
khing dinh sy théng cdm va hdu thudn ma BNG-HK danh cho
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tdp thé nguoi My géc Viét.

Trao Ting Quéc Ky VNCH cho Nha Hoc Chdnh quin
Fairfax

Sdng ngay Thit Hai 2/3/03, dai dién Téng Poan TTNPH
dda dén Nha Hoc Chdnh qudn Fairfax dé trao tdng quéc ky
VNCH cho co quan nay theo loi moi cia Dr. Daniel Domenech,
Trudng Nha Hoc Chdnbh.

TTNDPH da dugc Dr. Domenech cung 2 hi vién cia HOI
Poéng Hoc Chdnh la ba Ernestine Heastie va ba Kaye Kory
cling nhu phoéng vién ciia nhdt bdo Northern VA Journal chao
don. Nha Hoc Chdnh dda don nhdn mon qua cia TTNDH,
quoc ky biéu tuong cho Ty Do va Dén Chii va hita sé treo tqi
Nha Hoc Chdnh. Ong con dé nghi TTNDPH tdng cho Nha Hoc
Chdnh mét quoc ky VNCH cé nhé cing loi gidi thiéu vé quéc
ky dé trung bay trong tii kinh ciia van phong.

Nhén dip nay, TTNPH da danh hon mot gio dong ho dé
gidi thich cung phdng vién bdo Journal cing nhu Nha Hoc
Chdnh tam quan trong ciia quéc ky VNCH déi véi nguoi My
goc Viet, vé chinh sdch dan dp dd@ man ciia cong sdn Viét Nam
da dua hang triéu nguoi Viét ra bién, lieu chét tim ty do. Ba
Kaye Kory cho biét, ba thdu hiéu nhiéu hon vé tam trang ciia
nguoi My géc Viét sau khi tiép xiic vél TTNPH. Sy viéc trén
dady da dvogc ghi lai trén trang nhdt nhdt bao NoVA Journal sé
ra ngay 2/4/03.

Tudng ciing nén nhdc lai, vao ddu thdng 12 nam 2002,
ba Nguyén Thi Lé thujc l?]y Ban Bdo Vé Co Vang ving HTD
da tim dén TTNPH dé nho giiip ba trong viéc ha co cdng sdn
tai cdc truong trung, tiéu hoc coéng cong tai Virginia. Tong
Poan TTNPH da gui mét vin thu dén Nha Hoc Chdnh qudn
Fairfax dé trinh bay vén dé va yéu cdu sy hiéu biét ciing nhu
hé trg ciia Nha Hoc Chdnh dé gidi quyét vdn dé. Dr.
Domenech, Trudng Nha Hoc Chdnh cho biét 6ng va cdc hiéu
trudng cdc truong trung tiéu hoc céng lgp rdt thong cdm cho
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hoan cdnh ciia nguol My géc Viét va da dong ¥ trung bay cd
hai quéc ky tai cdc truong hoc cong lap noi cé con em My géc
Viét theo hoc. Ciing trong dip nay, Dr. Domenech da nhdn loi
dé nghi ciia TTNPH tdng quéc ky VNCH cho Nha Hoc Chdnbh.

Poan TTNDH Boston phdn déi Pai Hoc Harvard chiéu
phim cjng sdn.

Trong tudn 1é
vita qua, cdc dodn
vien TTNPH dad
cung mot s6 cdc anh
chi em sinh vién tai
Dai Hoc duong
Harvard da lén tiéng
phdn déi viéc nha
truong cho
trinh chiéu phim
anh do cong san Viét Chii Hji Truéng va Lit Anh Thu
Nam sdn xudt.

Hoan hé cdc anh chi em ban tré, cdc doan vién TTNDH
tai Boston, MA.

Pqi Héi Vé Bi va TTNPH Au Chéau 2003 t6 chitc tai Phdp

Lién Poan TTNPH tai Au Chdu da théng bdo cho Ban
Chdp Hanh Téng Poan dugc biét la Pai Hoi Vo Bi va TTNDH
Au Chdu 2003 sé dugc 16 chitc tai Phdp Qudc vao nhitng ngay
21-24 thdng 7 ndm 2003. Chi phi dn & la m¢r 100 Euro /
nguoi. Pig diém t6 chitc Pai Hoi la mdt lau dai (chateau) cdch
Paris 25km vé phia Nam, c¢6 phong ngii va rdt tién nghi. Trudng
Ban Té Chiic la chii CSVSQ DPdng Van Khanh K25. Chi tiét sé
dugc phd bién trong nhiing ngay tdi. Mong rdng doan vién
TTNPH khdp noi sé c6 gdng tham du.
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. k N /{7 A/
Trong tim ta mau c¢d T6 Quoc

(Chao mitng Qudc ky VNCH chinh thiic tung bay trén 2
thanh phé” Westminster va Garden Grove — Nam California)

Thuy Chdu

Co bay long gio binh minh

Vang tuoi soc dé : anh linh sdng ngoi
T nay: gio phit nho doi

Tim ta ghi khdc: ric troi co bay

Reo mimg co T6 quéc dady!

Hoén ta ron rd véi ddy hoan ca

Cung Anh, cung Chj, cung Cha
Treo co T6 qudc, chiing ta hop doan

Tién Long noi giong da vang

“Ba dong mdu thdm “goi dan con xa
Miing vui, xtic dong chan hoa

Trén ting khudén mdt, tré gia hdn hoan

Mcdt Me dam 1é tudn tran

Vi Co da phii muén ngan xdc trai
Ngudc cao lén dinh Ky dai

Nghe vang vong mdi tiéng bai Qudc ca
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LONG D0 LUONG TU HAI NGOAI

Kinh té ciia Viét Nam ting trudng
manh hon nho ngdn quy tic Nguoi
Viét hai ngoai giti ve

(Dua theo baiviét “Overseas Bounty” ciia Margot Cohen)

(VANN-LTL) Ndm nay, T€t Qui Mui s& rdi vao ngdy mlng
1 thang 2 ndm 2003. Nhu moi ndm, hang ngan ngudi Viét hai
ngoai ring rinh tdi tién nhét kin trong va-li hay day nit kin, 1d
lugt ri nhau vé qué an TEL.

Phong tuc Viét Nam trong ngay trong dai nay la cin phai
chia xé cdi hén clia minh d€ nim mdi gip nhiéu may min
hon. Tuy nhién, ban tdnh “dai lugng nhin tit” nay kéo dai ca
nim chd khong nh4t thi€t phdi dgi d€n nhitng ngay 1€ 1oc.
Hang nam, hon 2.7 triéu ngudi Viét ti nan Cong Sén da dong
vai trd quan trong trong viéc gilp ting trudng cho nén kinh t&
ciia Viét Nam.

Noi trong nim 2002, s6 tién ngudi Viét hdi ngoai gl vé
cho gia dinh quy quyé&n da 1én d&€n $2.06 ti do la, so v6i ndm
trudc da ting hon 17 phan trim. Con s6 nay chi dua trén tai
liéu chinh thifc qua nhitng dich vu chuyén ngin hgp phép.
Con s6 tién giti qua nhitng hé théng “chui”, khé ki€m sodt
khidc dy déan c6 thé 1én tir $2.5 dén $4 ti @6 la. S& lugng
ngin quy tran tré nay da gidp chinh phi Ha Noi gidi quyét
nan doi truy thi€u ng giao thuong véi cdc nuéc ngoai. Nam
2002, s6 n¢ 4y da 1én d&€n hon $2.77 & My kim vi gid hang
nhap cdng ting 1én dén 19.4%. Cdc nghién ctu gia vé kinh
t& ciing cho biét, sd tién trg gidp tir thin nhan & hdi ngoai
cling gidm b6t mitc cing thing cla ddng tién Viét Nam va c6
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dnh huéng khich 1& cho cdc cdng ty dau tu.

DPé€ thong 16 tAim mic quan trong clia “nhitng mén chim,
clia ndi” nay, chiing ta ¢t phdng dodn t5i da 1a $3 ti bac My
kim d3 dugc ngudi Viét hdi ngoai glti vé cho thin nhin tai
Viét Nam. Con s& nay con cao hon $2.34 tf d6 la cda céc
cong ty ngoai qudc dau tu vao Viét Nam trong nim 2002.
Con s6 nay tuong duong véi $3.2 tf d6 la tién Viét Nam xuat
cdng dau tho. N6 vudt trdi cd so tién $1.45 ti d6 la ma chinh
pht Ha ndi phdi dung nhin lyc cia 370,000 nhan cong Viét
Nam d€ trd ng nudc ngoai. Quan trong hon hét, né cdn cao
hon $2.5 t§ M§ kim do cdc cdng ty dau tu ngoai qudc cung
cdp cho cdc cong trinh trg gidp phdt tri€n cho nim 2003
(overseas development assistance-ODA).

“Trudc sau gi con chdu ching ta vin phdi trd ng ODA,
nhung vdi s& tién trg gitip tir thin nhan & hdi ngoai, ho ching

phdi lo t6n déng nao,”
theo 151 Nguyén Vin
Pham, gidm dé’c giao dich
kinh t€ tai Uy Ban Cho Ngudi
Viét H4di Ngoai dudi su
diéu hanh cda “bdc va dang”.
Ong Pham cho bi€t hon madt
nta téng sé tién trg cdp

dugc gii tr Hoa Ky, noi 1.5 triéu ngudi Viét ti nan cOng san
dang dinh cu, 6 tién tr¢ gitp con lai d€n tit thAn nhin cu ngu
tai Gia Na Pai, Uc, Phdp, Ditc va Nhat Bdn. Hau hét nhitng
ngudi Viét ti nan sau 1975 déu § mién Nam nén khodng 70
phin trim tién trg cAp déu giti vé mién Nam.

Piéu ngac nhién hon hét 1a du kinh t€ tai My va Au chau
dang suy y€u, tién trg cAp giti vé cho thin nhin tai Viét Nam
lai gia ting. Ngudi ta chi c6 thé gidi thich ring du thi trudng
chitng khodn, k§ nghé dién tif va tai chdnh bi gidm thi€u ning
né, vin khong dnh hudng d&€n nhitng ngudi Viét hdi ngoai, da
s0 gitt nhitng cong viéc khiém nhugng. Thém vao dé, tai liéu
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cta IMF tién dodn kinh t&€ tai Viét Nam sé& sdng lang hon va sé&
ting khodng 6.5% nam nay.

P c6 nhitng bing chitng nhd cho thdy nhiéu gia dinh hai
ngoai gitip dd ho hang cda ho d€ méd tiém, dich vu lam in,
banh truéng cd s§ hién thdi, hoic dau tr vio dia 6c. Viét
Kiéu hdi ngoai cling c6 dnh hudng 16n trong viéc gidp nhitng
cong ty ngoai qudc chuyén vé bdo hiém nhian tho md mang
tai Viét Nam. Nam qua, cic cong ty nay da thau dugc $285.7
triéu my kim tién déng “premiums”. Ong Huynh Thanh
Phong, CEO ctia hing bdo hiém Prudential tai Viét Nam cho
bi€t “Tdi tin chic tién cadp dudng clia thin nhan tir hdi ngoai
da g6p phan ra't 16n trong s tién thiu nhap qua premiums clia
k§ nghé bdo hi€m,” tuy 6ng ta khong thé an lugng chinh xdc
con s6 thau thap.

DP&i véi ngudi dan trong nudc, viéc di lanh tién trg cap
cda than nhan tai hdi ngoai ma khong phdi trd thu€ chua bao
gid tién Igi nhu lic nay. Vi th€, cdc cdng ty trong nuSc bt
diu canh tranh v6i it nhat 3% tién hué hong. Piéu nay khi&n
hing Western Union cia Hoa Ky di phdi ting s6 nhan vién
g4p 3 14n trong nim qua d€ phuc dich khdp 52 tinh thanh.
Chic hin nim con Dé s& 12 mot nim phong phi. “Thé nay
thi thién ha c tha hé nim xirng Dé ma cudi vay.”
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Overseas Bounty

Growing remittances from overseas
Vietnamese are making a huge impact

on the domestic economy
By Margot Cohen
Issue cover-dated January 16, 2003 - FEER

With wads of cash nestled in suitcases and money-belts,
thousands of overseas Vietnamese are streaming back to their
homeland to celebrate the Lunar New Year in early February.
Tradition calls for sharing wealth at this propitious time. Yet
the generosity is growing all year round, as the 2.7 million-
strong overseas Vietnamese community plays an increasingly
vital role in the local economy.

Remittances from relatives abroad reached $2.06 billion
for 2002, up 17% over the previous year. And that’s only
counting the funds that flowed through official channels such
as banks and licensed agents. Estimates of undeclared funds
vary widely, raising the total to anywhere from $2.5 billion to
84 billion, or the equivalent of 11% of GDP. This influx of
foreign currency has been crucial in helping Vietnam cope
with its trade deficit, which swelled to $2.77 billion in 2002
due to the 19.4% surge in imports. The remittances also reduce
pressure on the dong and stimulate private investment, analysts
say.

To grasp the significance of this overseas bounty, take a
ballpark figure of $3 billion in remittances. That figure tops
the $2.34 billion of foreign direct investment disbursed in 2002.
It rivals the $3.2 billion raked in last year by Vietnam’s leading
export, crude oil. It dwarfs the $1.45 billion repatriated last
year by the 370,000 Vietnamese workers sent to work abroad.
Most remarkably, it exceeds the $2.5 billion in overseas
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development assistance, or ODA, pledged by major foreign
donors for 2003.

“Our offspring will still have to pay for ODA, but here,
they don’t pay anything for remittances,” notes Nguyen Van
Pham, director of economic relations at the state-run
Committee for Overseas Vietnamese. Pham reports that more
than half the money is sent from the United States, home to
1.5 million ethnic Vietnamese. In descending importance are
Canada, Australia, France, Germany and Japan. Given that
most of the post-1975 migrants hail from southern Vietnam, it
follows that some 70% of remittances flow down south.

What might seem surprising is that remittances are
growing despite the downturn in the U.S. and Europe. One
explanation is that the damage inflicted on stock markets and
the hi-tech and financial industries did not devastate the
overseas Vietnamese, many of whom hold modest jobs in the
service sector. But another clue lies in the vibrancy of
Vietnam’s economy, which the International Monetary Fund
predicts will grow 6.5% this year.

Anecdotes suggests that many families are helping their
relatives start new companies, expand existing household
ventures or purchase real estate in this promising climate.
Overseas Vietnamese are also credited with aiding the
astounding local success of foreign life-insurance companies,
which collected 4.4 trillion dong ($285.7 million) in premiums
last year. “I'm sure [the remittances] are making a very positive
contribution to the premium level of the insurance industry,”
says Huynh Thanh Phong, Prudential’s CEO in Vietnam,
although he can’t pin down an exact figure.

For locals, collecting the tax-free remittances in dollars
or dong has never been easier. With hundreds of local
companies now vying for 3% commissions or less, the
competition has spurred U.S.-based Western Union to triple
its number of sub-agents in Vietnam in just one year, thereby
covering 52 provinces and cities. It certainly pays to grab the
Year of the Goat by the horns.
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